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MSc in Management Certificate programs
target key sectors

In April 2009, HEC Paris’ MSc in Management joined the MBA
program in launching Certificates programs that have since
expanded to cover three of today’s most dynamic industries. In the
following interview, Associate Dean of the HEC Paris Master of
Science in Management program, Eloïc Peyrache, discusses the
program’s objectives and ongoing development.

What are Certificates and how do they complement HEC
Paris’ program portfolio?
Certificates are a set of courses, developed in partnership with leading companies, that target
specific sectors. They are designed to boost the employability of our graduates by enhancing
their specialized expertise in key industries. Each Certificate involves two months of study,
including around 100 contact hours, business projects and related fieldwork. Students who
successfully complete the course receive a Certificate.

Who can participate in the program?
Certificates are open to students approaching graduation and preparing to enter or re-enter
the job market. This includes second-year MSc in Management students and participants in
our Specialized Masters and MBA programs.

How do you select which industries to build Certificates around?
We wanted to tackle the sectors that are currently undergoing the most profound evolutions.
For example, the Energy and Finance Certificate, which we offer in conjunction with
Deloitte and Société Générale, considers how growing concerns about climate change will
impact the energy sector. Students who pursue this Certificate will look at key risk areas and
explore how energy producers, infrastructure operators and energy-intensive industries are
responding to the challenges of climate change.

What other industries do you address?
We offer a Real Estate Certificate, supported by Morgan Stanley and Unibail-Rodamco. This
program is designed to prepare students for the challenges of the global real estate or
commercial property industry. They look at medium- to large-scale property investment and
management, focusing on the complexities of product evaluation, real estate economics and
finance.

The Social Business Certificate, which we developed in partnership with Danone, centers
on innovative business approaches to reducing poverty. Students explore how new economic
models can be applied in both developing and developed countries to bring about positive
societal changes. They have the chance to gain hands-on experience and benefit from the
involvement of Nobel Prize-winning economist and founder of Grameen Bank, Muhammad
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Yunus.

What program developments can we expect in 2010?
This year, we aim to continue expanding the program with certificates in other key sectors,
such as luxury.
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Supporting entrepreneurs from start-up to
success

HEC Paris has a longstanding commitment to fostering
entrepreneurship. Initiatives like the HEC Paris Incubator and the
HEC Paris Challenge+ Start-Up Institute offer valuable support
and resources to HEC Paris students and graduates seeking to
launch their own companies. Academic programs such as the MSc
in Management Entrepreneurship major and the Specialized
Masters in Entrepreneurship offer students first-hand exposure
to experienced entrepreneurs, venture capitalists and consultants
through coursework, group projects and seminars designed to test and hone their
entrepreneurial skills.

Alongside its Advanced Management Elective in Entrepreneurship, the HEC Paris MBA
Program is reinforcing this commitment by launching a new certificate program for young
aspiring entrepreneurs or those who are already operating their own businesses. The
inaugural Entrepreneurship Track Program (ETP) will take place from September to
December 2010, with an introductory session at HEC Paris in June.

Laying the foundation for entrepreneurship
The ETP has been designed to meet the needs of a wide range of entrepreneurs with work
experience (three to nine years), from those seeking to start businesses from scratch to
those looking to improve their investment practices when dealing with small or new
enterprises. The three and a half-month program will give entrepreneurs the hands-on
knowledge, skills and global perspective needed to successfully launch and manage their own
businesses.

ETP Participants will receive practical training in finance, management and leadership,
operations, innovation and sustainable corporate development from the Strategy and Business
Policy department. Associate Professor Oliver Gottschalg will pilot the Program, supported
by HEC Paris Start-Up Institute Director Frédéric Iselin, and Emeritus Professor of Strategy
and Business Plan Michel Santi.

Designing, developing and growing a business
All course content is structured around three core axes—designing, developing and growing a
new business—that target each critical stage of an entrepreneurial endeavor. Course material
is delivered through an interactive pedagogical approach that combines classroom teaching
and mentoring with workshops, seminars and field visits. The program also involves an
interactive business plan workshop contest, enabling ETP students to put their learning to the
test in front of a jury composed of venture capitalists, coaches, and accomplished
entrepreneurs.
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Campus
Open House Day
HEC Paris opens its doors to prospective students and their families.
Time & Location: March 20, HEC Paris Campus, 1 rue de la Libération, 78350 Jouy-en-Josas

Visions of Leadership Week
Hosted by the HEC Paris MBA, Visions of Leadership Week is an annual event that brings
high-profile guest speakers to campus to interact with MBA participants at a series of
interactive conferences and roundtables. This year, the event will welcome over 20 guest
speakers, including Charles Rivkin, US Ambassador to France, and Ferdinando “Nani” Beccalli-
Falco, President and CEO of GE International. 
Time & Location: March 22-26, HEC Paris Campus, 1 rue de la Libération, 78350 Jouy-en-
Josas
Contact: Euphémie Long, long@hec.fr

Rethink Awards
The second edition of the Rethink Awards, organized in partnership with Les Ateliers de
la Terre, will honor companies and students involved in developing innovative and sustainable
business models. The awards aim to raise awareness of sustainable business initiatives by
identifying, analyzing and rewarding innovative responses to challenges such as climate
change, natural resource depletion and social inequality.
Time & Location: March 24, Paris Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCIP)
Contact: Catherine Rousseau, rousseau@hec.fr

African delegates visit HEC Paris
Representatives of the Togolese government will visit HEC Paris to sign an agreement
intended to strengthen the managerial competencies of its Ministry of Economics and Finance
staff. The conference and following reception are open to all HEC Paris staff members
involved in the AGORA program or other projects related to Africa, as well as to all Togolese
students.
Time & Location: March 15, HEC Paris Château
Contact: Armelle Dufour, armdufour@yahoo.fr
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